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Major safety concerns prove indisputable need for North-East Link 
A new report has raised major safety concerns about the current route used by thousands of 
motorists and truck drivers daily to travel between the Western Ring Road and the Eastern 
Freeway - Melbourne’s so called “missing link”.  
The VicRoads commissioned report proves that there is an indisputable need for the proposed 
North-East Link, according to community action group Resolve Rosanna Road.  
President Natasha Reifschneider said Rosanna Road could not continue to be used as a 
missing link. 
“We now have the evidence to back up what the community and road users have known for 
years,” Ms Reifschneider said. 
“This report clearly shows that all road users – truck drivers, motorists and pedestrians – are 
at risk because of major safety concerns on Rosanna Road.  
“This road is not appropriate to be used as a default freeway, it’s unsafe. 
“Truck drivers who are doing their day-to-day jobs and people travelling between the Western 
Ring Road and Eastern Freeway need a safe route to travel and that route is North-East Link. 
“Government has a responsibility to provide a safe route between the Western Ring Road and 
the Eastern Freeway.” 
Rosanna Road currently carries approximately 38,000 vehicles per day and is gazetted for use 
by B-Double trucks.1 
The report provides evidence that the traffic lanes on Rosanna Road are well below standard 
traffic lane width. Some sections are as narrow as 2.6m - not wide enough to cater for a B 
Double truck, which has a width of 2.5m, not including its mirrors. 2 
The report states: ‘Heavy vehicles were observed to occupy almost the entire traffic lane. This 
caused other vehicles to move into less desirable locations.’3 
The report also found there is a high risk of trucks hitting power poles as they drive on the 
roadway. 
                                                             
1 Rosanna Road, Heidelberg Road Safety Assessment - Safe System Solutions pg 21 
2 Rosanna Road, Heidelberg Road Safety Assessment - Safe System Solutions pg 18 
3 Rosanna Road, Heidelberg Road Safety Assessment - Safe System Solutions pg 25 
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 ‘…some poles close to the road appear to be within the ‘working width’ of high vehicles and at 
risk of being struck by passing tilting trucks.’  4 
Evidence provided by Resolve Rosanna Road showed that in both 2014 and 2015 there were 
two incidents of power poles being struck and knocked down by trucks driving along the 
narrow roadway, resulting in major traffic implications across the network, power outages for 
hours long across the community and safety issues associated with heavy vehicles being 
diverted through local streets. 5 
Ms Reifschneider said the report shows that while all road users who travel on Rosanna Road 
are at risk, there is limited opportunity for road widening, safety barriers and power pole 
relocation to make the road safe.  
“The North-East Link project has been in the too hard basket politically for years,” Ms 
Reifschneider said. 
“Now we know there are major safety issues associated with Rosanna Road, we can’t ignore 
the evidence and immediate action needs to be taken because all road users are at risk. 
“The North-East Link will provide a safe, efficient route for freight and allow Rosanna Road to 
function as it was designed, not as a freeway.” 
“The Government must commit to an options study to assess the most suitable alignment from 
an environmental, social and economic perspective.  
“A one million dollar government commitment is all that is needed to get the groundwork 
assessment undertaken to start the options project. The cost of doing nothing is too high a 
price for the community to pay. This is project can’t wait.” 
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4 Rosanna Road, Heidelberg Road Safety Assessment - Safe System Solutions pg 22 
5 Resolve Rosanna Road Incident database 


